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Mental Lexicon，which studies language from the perspective of brain function,
is an important concept of Psycholinguistics as well as an important direction for the
development of linguistics. It plays a very important role in both basic theoretical
research and practical application in language teaching and lexicology.
Word Association Test is a commonly used research methods of
Psycholinguistics. It investigates distinguishing feature of overseas students’ Chinese
mental lexicon by Presenting stimulus words and analyzing response words, which is
also of pedagogical value in teaching Chinese as a second language.
This thesis examines the influences of Depth of word knowledge, Part-of-speech,
and Proficiency level on Word Association Test for English-speaking Chinese
Learners. The purpose of this thesis is to find out the representative structure for
words with different depth, part-of-speech in the mental lexicon of learners with
different proficiency level. The paradigm of Word Association Test is adopted and
two-character words with different depth and part-of-speech are used as prompt words.
The response types are discussed as dependent variables. The results suggest that the
way of representation and connection also differs between English-speaking Chinese
Learners and Chinese-speaking English Learners. Specifically in the following three
aspects：（1）“Syntagmatic-Paradigmatic shift(S-P shift)” cannot be applied in the
Chinese mental lexicon of English-speaking Chinese Learners. （ 2 ）
“Phonetic-Dominated” cannot be applied in the Chinese mental lexicon of
English-speaking Chinese Learners.(3) Variables (the Depth of word knowledge,
Part-of-speech and Proficiency level) influences the words in the mental
lexicon in the way of representation and connection. The conclusion drawn
from this empirical study is expected to be helpful in the research of Chinese language
and teaching Chinese as a second language, especially in vocabulary teaching and
learners’ dictionary compilation.
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